
NORTHEAST REGIONAL CONSERVATION NEED GRANT 

Abstract 

 
Summary of Progress:  (Provide a paragraph describing progress, work to come, and timelines) 

We designed, organized, and implemented the first field season of the BCR 30 / USFWS Region 5 tidal marsh 

bird surveys.  This included hiring a graduate student to oversee the survey effort, hiring and training field 

survey technicians, working in partnership with co-collaborators from SHARP, drafting field protocols, and 

implementing the survey.  From January – April we met with state, federal, and NGO partners to introduce the 

project, discuss logistics, and identify where effort or equipment could be shared.  We also completed the 

design of the sampling framework that is based on a two-stage cluster sample with the National Secretive Marsh 

Bird Monitoring hexagons as the primary sampling units (PSU) and points randomly located within each PSU.  

We generated field maps for each selected hexagon and presented these maps along with a complete 

explanation of the design to all state, federal, and NGO partners.  We initiated field surveys in VA on 15 April 

2011 and from MD north on 1 May 2011.  Collectively, the SHARP technicians and partners survey 1,347 

sampling locations from ME – VA.  Presently, we are organizing and QA/QCing the data from both the survey 

effort and the demographic studies.  We are also preparing to data summaries that will be submitted for 

presentation at the Northeast Fish and Wildlife Conference April 2012.   
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