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Abstract 

 
Summary of Progress:   

We completed the second survey season of the BCR 30+ / USFWS Region 5 tidal marsh bird inventory and 

monitoring program and have QA/QC’d all the avian and vegetation data.  We have integrated the sampling 

frame as well as the field sampling protocols with state and federal partners such that all the data from VA – 

ME is based on the same probabilistic sampling frame and uses the same field protocol.  We have finalized 

SOPs (standard operating procedures) that clearly outline how to access the points within each hexagon (boat 

launch to use, tides to follow, tidal creeks with deep bottoms, etc.) making access to these points more efficient.  

We are also generating SOPs for all aspects of SHARP data collection that will be posted on the SHAPR 

website (www.tidalmarshbirds.org).  In the 2011 – 2012 field seasons (April – July) we visited over 1600 points 

where we conducted secretive marsh bird surveys.  In 2011, we surveyed 797 points from New Jersey to 

Virginia and revisited these same points in 2012.  These data will provide the first comprehensive and 

standardized tidal marsh bird data set throughout USFWS Region 5 that will be used to assess effects of sea-

level rise on tidal marsh birds.  In 2012, our USGS partner provided an RTK gps unit that can measure the 

elevation of location to sub-centimeter accuracy. Using this equipment we were able to measure the elevation at 

245 locations from NJ – VA.  These data will aid in modeling the effects of sea-level rise on tidal marshes. We 

presented a session and hosted a working group at the Northeast Bird Conservation meeting 2012, Plymouth, 

MA. 

 

http://www.tidalmarshbirds.org/









